
OM-108

Owner's Manual

Thank you for purchasing this unit.
The Omnichord is an electronic musical instrument with an automatic accompaniment function and is equipped with a strumplate.
The Omnichord was created in 1981 with the aim of being an electronic instrument similar to an autoharp.
To take full advantage of your Omnichord and use it safely, be sure to read this manual carefully.

€ For safety purposes, please make sure you read •SAFETY INSTRUCTIONSŽ (p.54) and •PRECAUTIONS FOR USEŽ (p.58) before 
using this unit.



1

Table of contents

INTRODUCTION 2

Features  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

Accessories  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

Optional items (sold separatory)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

Names and functions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3

Top panel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Side panel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Bottom panel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

MAKING THE CONNECTIONS 7

Connections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

Connecting an audio or MIDI device  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

Connecting to power source  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Turning on or off this unit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

PLAYING THE OMNICHORD 12

Creating sounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12

Playing chords . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14

Playing using the strumplate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

Making rhythm sounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19

Playing by using various functions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21

Chords and strumplate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21

Chords, strumplate and rhythm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22

Automatic accompaniment (chords and bass)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23

Drum intro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Playing the practice song  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26

Playing the keyboard and drum set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28

Keyboard and drum set controllers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Playing melodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30

Playing drums  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30

Additional information on the keyboard mode  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

OTHER FEATURES 32

Master tune  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32

Transpose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  34

Octave shift  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  36

Reproducing the rhythm notes of OM-84 (Classic Mode) . .  37

MIDI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39

Configuring the MIDI transmit settings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39

MIDI information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40

Drum map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43

MIDI implementation chart  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  44

CONFIGURATIONS 45

Auto power off setting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45

Battery level indicator setting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46

Restoring the factory settings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  48

APPENDIX 49

Scale arrangement of the strumplate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49

Explanation of voices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50

Troubleshooting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  51

Mounting strap buttons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52

Specifications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53

SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54

PRECAUTIONS FOR USE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  58

SERVICE





Names and functions
Names and functions

Top panel

a [Master Volume] knob
Use this knob to control the volume of entire instrument (p.10).

b [Power] button
Use this button to turn on/off this unit (p.10).

c [PATTERN] buttons
Use these buttons to select a rhythm pattern (p.19).

Press the left button (yellow) to switch between the upper and lower sets, and the five right-hand buttons to select a rhythm pattern.

d [VOICE] buttons
Use these buttons to select a strumplate voice (p.17).

Press the left button (yellow) to switch between the upper and lower sets, and the five right-hand buttons to select a voice.

e [KEYBOARD (ON)] button
Use this button to enable/disable the keyboard mode (p.30).

In keyboard mode, the chord buttons, strumplate and Instant OFF plate work as a keyboard/drum set.

f [RHYTHM] knobs
Use these knobs to adjust the tempo and rhythm volume (p.19).

 [Tempo] knob: Use this knob to adjust the rhythm tempo.

 [Volume] knob: Use this knob to adjust the rhythm volume.

Tips

• When using batteries, the Power LED works as a battery level indicator (p.8).
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Names and functions
g [STRUMPLATE] knobs
Use these knobs to adjust the sustain and volume of the strumplate voice (p.17).

 [Sustain] knob: Use this knob to adjust the sustain level of the strumplate.

 [Main Volume] knob: Use this knob to adjust the volume of the strumplate (main voice).

 [Sub Volume] knob: Use this knob to adjust the volume of the strumplate (sub voice).

h [CHORD Volume] knob
Use this knob to adjust the volume of the chord/bass sounds (p.24).

i Chord buttons
Use these buttons to select a chord (p.14).

In keyboard mode, these buttons work as a keyboard/drum set (p.28).

j [REAL TIME CONTROL] buttons
Use these buttons to select play modes for the chord and rhythm (p.21).

k Strumplate
Slide or tap this plate with your finger to create sounds (p.17).

l Instant OFF plate
Tap this plate to stop playing sounds (p.12).

m Speaker

Button Function

[Chord Manual/Auto] button Use this button to enable/disable automatic chord/bass playing.

Manual: Automatic chord/bass playing is disabled.

Auto: Automatic chord/bass playing is enabled. Chord/bass automatically sounds according to a selected 

rhythm pattern.

[Chord Hold] button Use this button to enable/disable the chord hold function.

On (LED turns on): The last selected state (automatic chord/bass playing) is maintained even after you 

release the chord button.

Off (LED turns off): Automatic chord/bass playing stops when you release the chord button.

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] button Use this button to turn on/off the rhythm synchronization.

Start: The selected rhythm sounds continuously.

Sync Start: The selected rhythm sounds in synchronization with chord playing.

Note

• The rhythm sounds do not stop when the rhythm synchronization is turned off.
4



Names and functions
Side panel

a DC12V/1A jack
Use this jack to connect the AC adaptor (sold separately) (p.9).

b LINE OUT (MONO) jack
Use this jack to output audio to a connected audio device (such as a powered speaker or a mixer) (p.7).

c [SPEAKER(ON/OFF)] switch
Use this switch to enable/disable the speaker output of this unit when an external audio equipment is connected to the LINE OUT (MONO) 

jack (p.7).

d PHONES jack
Use this jack to connect a set of stereo headphones (p.7).

e MIDI OUT port
Use this port to transmit MIDI data to a connected MIDI device (p.7).

f Strap button mounting holes
Use these holes to mount the strap buttons (sold separately) for attaching a commercially available guitar strap (p.52).

a b c d e f
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Names and functions
Bottom panel

a Battery box
Insert eight AA batteries (sold separately) into the box (p.8).

b [UPDATE/PLAY] switch
This switch is for factory maintenance. Keep the switch at the “PLAY” position.

c USB port
This port is for factory maintenance.

Note

• Use of alkaline batteries is recommended. Rechargeable batteries (Ni-MH) can be used.

AA

AA
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MAKING THE CONNECTIONS
Connections

Connecting an audio or MIDI device

LINE OUT (MONO) jack

Connect an audio device (such as a powered speaker or a mixer) to output audio of this unit to the audio device.

Use a monaural cable (standard 1/4-inch plug) to make the connection.

PHONES jack

Connect a set of stereo headphones to the PHONES jack (1/8-inch connection).

MIDI OUT port

Connect a MIDI device (such as an arranger keyboard) to transmit MIDI data to it.

Use a MIDI cable (5-pin DIN) to make the connection.

Note

• Be sure to turn off all devices before making a connection.

Tips

• To enable speaker output of this unit at the same time, set the [SPEAKER(ON/OFF)] switch to “ON”.

Tips

• Connecting headphones will mute the speaker outputs, but not the LINE OUT outputs. If you wish the sound to go through the headphones only, make 

sure the LINE OUT (MONO) jack is disconnected.

Note

• Configure the MIDI receive settings on the MIDI device and transmit settings on this unit (p.39).

Audio device 

(such as a powered speaker)

Stereo headphones MIDI device 

(such as an arranger keyboard)

MIDI IN
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Connections
Connecting to power source

■ Using batteries

1 Remove the battery cover and insert eight AA batteries (sold separately) into the battery box in the right way.

Use of alkaline batteries is recommended. Rechargeable batteries (Ni-MH) can be used.

2 Attach the battery cover.

Battery level indicator

The Power LED indicates the current battery level when batteries are used.

Power LED Battery level

Light on (bright) High

Light on (dim) Low

Flashing Battery almost depleted (replace the batteries)

Note

• Due to the characteristic of rechargeable batteries (Ni-MH), the battery level may be recognized less than the actual amount. When using rechargeable 

batteries (Ni-MH) or when replacing them with alkaline batteries, configure the battery level indicator setting (p.46).
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Connections
■ Using the AC adaptor

Connect an authorized AC adaptor to the DC12V/1A jack on this unit, then connect it to an AC power outlet.

Note

• Power source via the AC adaptor has priority over the batteries.

To AC power outlet

AC adaptor

(sold separately)
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Turning on or off this unit
Turning on or off this unit

� Turning on this unit

1 Rotate the [Master Volume] knob counterclockwise to set the volume at minimum.

2 Press the [Power] button.
This unit turns on and the power LED lights up.

3 Turn on external devices.

4 Press any of the chord buttons. While sliding your finger on the strumplate, gradually rotate the [Master Volume] knob clockwise 
to adjust the volume.

Note

€ Do not touch the strumplate or Instant OFF plate while this unit is powering on. The plate sensors are calibrated at startup.

Master Volume Power STRUMPLATE Main Volume

Chord buttons Strumplate

Slide
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Turning on or off this unit
5 Adjust the volume of the external device (such as a powered speaker).

■ Turning off this unit

1 Set the volume of the external device (such as a powered speaker) at minimum.

2 Turn off any external devices.

3 Press and hold the [Power] button for two seconds.

The power LED tuns off and the power of this unit goes off.

Note

• When adjusting the volume, also adjust the [STRUMPLATE Main Volume] knob to enable sound.

Tips

• If no buttons or knobs are used for 30 minutes, this unit will automatically turn off (auto power off). You can enable/disable the auto power off function 

(p.45).

Note

• The selection state of the buttons is not memorized when this unit is turned off (except the following settings).

- Rhythm tone setting (classic mode) (p.37)

- MIDI transmit setting (p.39)

- Auto power off setting (p.45)

- Battery level indicator setting (p.46)
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PLAYING THE OMNICHORD
Creating sounds

Let's begin making sounds.

1 Press the [Power] button.

This unit turns on and the power LED lights up.

2 Set the controls as shown.

3 Press any of the chord buttons.

Tips

• The following procedure is also described in the supplied “Start Up Guide”.

Power Instant OFF plate

Chord buttons Strumplate
12



Creating sounds
4 Slide your finger on the strumplate to create sounds.

5 To stop playing sounds, tap the Instant OFF plate.

Slide

Tap
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Playing chords
Playing chords

You can play 108 chords (in combination of roots and suffixes).

Root: Df, Af, Ef, Bf, F, C, G, D, A, E, B, Fs

Suffix: Major, minor, 7th, Major 7th, minor 7th, Augmented, diminished, suspended 4th, add 9th

1 Set the controls as shown.

Note

• The chords of this unit consist of triads. Fifth of the 7th, Major 7th, minor 7th and diminished chords cannot be played.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] Center

[Sub Volume] Center

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Minimum

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

Master Volume

Chord buttons

CHORDRHYTHM STRUMPLATE

REAL TIME CONTROL
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Playing chords
2 Press any of the chord buttons (one to three buttons).

■ Major chord
(Example: C) Press the “C-MAJOR” chord button.

■ minor chord
(Example: Cm) Press the “C-MINOR” chord button.

■ 7th (dominant 7th) chord
(Example: C7) Press the “C-7th” chord button.

■ Major 7th (M7) chord
(Example: CM7) Press the “C-MAJOR” and “C-7th” chord buttons at the same time.

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Manual

[Chord Hold] Disabled (LED turned off)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Tips

• To play chord sounds continuously, enable the chord hold function.

Knobs and buttons Setting
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Playing chords
■ minor 7th (m7) chord
(Example: Cm7) Press the “C-MINOR” and “C-7th” chord buttons at the same time.

■ Augmented (aug) chord
(Example: Caug) Press the “C-MAJOR”, “C-MINOR” and “C-7th” chord buttons at the same time.

■ diminished (dim) chord
(Example: Cdim) Press the “C-MAJOR” and “C-MINOR” chord buttons at the same time.

■ suspended 4th (sus4) chord
(Example: Csus4) Press the “C-MAJOR” and “F-7th” (left of “C-7th”) chord buttons at the same time.

■ add 9th (add9) chord
(Example: Cadd9) Press the “C-MAJOR” and “F-MINOR” (left of “C-MINOR”) chord buttons at the same time.
16



Playing using the strumplate
Playing using the strumplate

Fundamental notes of the selected chord (four octaves) will be arranged in the strumplate (p.49).

To play using the strumplate, simply slide or tap your finger on it.

Each note composes of two types of voices (main voice and sub voice). You can create a favorite sound by adjusting the balance of the main 

and sub voices. For details about main and sub voices, refer to “Explanation of voices” (p.50).

1 Set the controls as shown.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] Minimum

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Minimum

[CHORD] [Volume] Minimum

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Manual

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Master Volume

REAL TIME CONTROL Strumplate

VOICE STRUMPLATERHYTHM CHORD
17



Playing using the strumplate
2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice.

Press the left button (yellow) to switch between the upper and lower sets, and the five right-hand buttons to select a voice.

(Example: “omni1” is selected)

(Example: “organ” is selected)

3 Press any of the chord buttons, then slide or tap the strumplate to play sounds.

4 Rotate the [STRUMPLATE Sub Volume] knob to adjust the volume of the sub voice.

By increasing the volume of the sub voice, it gradually harmonizes with the main voice, and the sound becomes gorgeous.

5 Rotate the [STRUMPLATE Sustain] knob to adjust the sustain level of the strumplate voice.

The sustain effect is added to both the main and sub voices together. You cannot adjust them individually.

Tips

• The sounding manner differs in three ways.

Slide: chord stroke

Tap: single sound (tap repeatedly to perform arpeggio)

Touch and hold: continuous sound

Tips

• If you want to play with a sub voice only, set the main voice volume to minimum.

Slide Tap Touch and hold
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Making rhythm sounds
Making rhythm sounds

This unit is equipped with 10 rhythm patterns that correspond to a variety of music styles.

Select a rhythm pattern and adjust the tempo.

1 Set the controls as shown.

Tips

• This unit is equipped with “Classic Mode” (p.37). When activated, the rhythm voicing of the OM-84 can be used.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] Minimum

[Sub Volume] Minimum

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Center

[CHORD] [Volume] Minimum

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Manual

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Master Volume

REAL TIME CONTROL

PATTERN Master Volume STRUMPLATE CHORD Instant OFF plate

Chord buttons
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Making rhythm sounds
2 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm.

Press the left button (yellow) to switch between upper and lower sets, and the five right-hand buttons to select a rhythm.

(Example: “rock1” is selected)

(Example: “bossanova” is selected)

3 Press any of the chord buttons.

Playback of the selected rhythm starts.

4 Rotate the [RHYTHM Tempo] knob to adjust the rhythm tempo.

5 To stop playing sounds, tap the Instant OFF plate.

Note

• If you select another rhythm while any rhythm is playing, it will change at the start of the next bar.
20



Playing by using various functions
Playing by using various functions

By combining chord, strumplate, rhythm and REAL TIME CONTROL functions, you can achieve a musical performance with rich expression. 

This chapter introduces some typical examples.

Chords and strumplate

You can play continuous chord sounds and strumplate together. This is effective as a song introduction or for free tempo play.

1 Set the controls as shown.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] 3 o'clock

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Minimum

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

Master Volume

REAL TIME CONTROL

PATTERN Master Volume STRUMPLATE CHORD Instant OFF plate

Chord buttons Strumplate

VOICE
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Playing by using various functions
2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17).

3 Press any of the chord buttons, then play the strumplate.

The chord and strumplate sounds begin to play.

4 To stop playing sounds, tap the Instant OFF plate.

Chords, strumplate and rhythm

With rhythm sounds, you can perform an ensemble of chords and strumplate by yourself.

1 Set the controls as shown.

2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17). 

3 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm (p.19).

4 Press any of the chord buttons.

The chord sounds begin to play.

5 Rotate the [RHYTHM Volume] clockwise gradually.

The rhythm sounds are gradually added.

6 Rotate the [RHYTHM Tempo] knob to adjust the rhythm tempo.

7 While pressing any of the chord buttons, play the strumplate.

8 To stop playing sounds, tap the Instant OFF plate. 

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Manual

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] 3 o'clock

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Minimum

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Manual

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Knobs and buttons Setting
22



Playing by using various functions
Automatic accompaniment (chords and bass)

You can add strumplate play to automatic accompaniment of chords and bass in response to a selected rhythm. This is the most gorgeous 

play style of this unit.

1 Set the controls as shown.

2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17). 

3 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm (p.19).

4 Press any of the chord buttons.

The chord and bass sounds begin to play according to the selected rhythm.

5 Rotate the [RHYTHM Tempo] knob to adjust the rhythm tempo. 

6 Press any of the chord buttons, then play the strumplate.

7 To stop playing sounds, tap the Instant OFF plate.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] 3 o'clock

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Center

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Auto

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start
23



Playing by using various functions
Drum intro

You can perform a song with drum intro. Here. we will introduce two typical methods.

■ Fade-in (chord and bass)

1 Set the controls as shown.

2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17). 

3 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm (p.19).

4 Press a chord button to select the chord used for the introduction.

Drum intro starts.

5 Rotate the [CHORD Volume] knob clockwise gradually.

The chord and bass sounds are gradually added.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] 3 o'clock

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Center

[CHORD] [Volume] Minimum

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Auto

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start
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Playing by using various functions
■ Adding chord and bass together

1 Set the controls as shown.

2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17). 

3 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm (p.19).

4 Press the [Rhythm Start/Sync Start] button to select “Start”.

Drum intro starts.

5 Press any of the chord buttons.

The chord and bass sounds are added at the same time.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] 3 o'clock

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Center

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Auto

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Note

• To stop playing sounds, press the [Rhythm Start/Sync Start] button to select “Sync Start”, then tap the Instant OFF plate. The Instant OFF plate does 

not work when “Start” is selected.
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Playing by using various functions
Playing the practice song

1 Set the controls as shown.

2 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17).

3 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm (p.19).

We recommend “rock1” for this practice song.

4 Start playing.

5 To stop playing sounds, tap the Instant OFF plate.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[MASTER VOLUME] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Maximum

[Main Volume] 3 o'clock

[Sub Volume] 3 o'clock

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] 9 o'clock

[Volume] Center

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Auto

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Tips

• As your performance improves, increase the rhythm tempo.
26



Playing by using various functions
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Playing the keyboard and drum set
Playing the keyboard and drum set

This unit is equipped with a keyboard mode. In keyboard mode, the chord buttons and plates work as a keyboard/drum set.

Keyboard and drum set controllers

■ Chord buttons (with keyboard overlay)

Master Volume STRUMPLATE CHORDRHYTHMPATTERN Instant OFF plate

Chord buttons

VOICE

REAL TIME CONTROL Strumplate

KEYBOARD(ON)

Bass drum

Snare drum

High tom

Floor tom

Hi-hat closed Crash cymbal

Hi-hat open Hand claps

Keyboard
28



Playing the keyboard and drum set
■ Strumplate and Instant OFF plate

Crash cymbal

Hi-hat open

Hi-hat closed

Low tom

High tom

Snare drum

Bass drum

Hand claps
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Playing the keyboard and drum set
Playing melodies

Use the chord buttons (keyboard) to play melodies.

1 Set the controls as shown.

2 Press the [KEYBOARD (ON)] button to turn on its LED.

The keyboard mode is enabled.

3 Use the [VOICE] buttons to select a voice (p.17). 

4 Use the [PATTERN] buttons to select a rhythm (p.19). 

5 Use the chord buttons (keyboard) to start playing.

6 To play melodies to the rhythm, press the [Rhythm Start/Sync Start] button to select “Start”.

Playing drums

In keyboard mode, the drum set is assigned to some chord buttons and the plates (strumplate and Instant OFF plate) but they behave 

differently.

Use the chord buttons or plates depending on the situation.

Tips

• Position the supplied keyboard overlay on the chord buttons so that you can easily recognize the keyboard layout.

Knobs and buttons Setting

[Master Volume] Center

[STRUMPLATE] [Sustain] Center

[Main Volume] Center

[Sub Volume] Center

[RHYTHM] [Tempo] Center

[Volume] Center

[CHORD] [Volume] Center

[REAL TIME CONTROL] [Chord Manual/Auto] Auto

[Chord Hold] Enabled (LED turned on)

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] Sync Start

Tips

• To adjust the volume of the keyboard, use the [STRUMPLATE Main Volume] and [STRUMPLATE Sub Volume] knobs.

• You can adjust the sounding octave of the keyboard (p.36).

Controller With rhythm sounds Without rhythm sounds

Chord buttons Drum sounds at the moment you press a button. Drum sounds at the moment you press a button.

Strumplate and Instant OFF plate Drum sounds to the rhythm when you tap a plate. (Drum sounds 

continuously until you release a plate).

Drum sounds at the moment you tap a plate.

Tips

• Use the [RHYTHM Volume] knob to adjust the volume of drum sounds.
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Playing the keyboard and drum set
Additional information on the keyboard mode

In keyboard mode, some voices and functions work differently from normal.

■ omni 1 and omni 2
For details about voices, refer to “Explanation of voices” (p.50).

■ Simultaneous sound production
In keyboard mode, the “omni 1” voice is monophonic, whereas all other voices are polyphonic.

Monophonic: Produces only one note at a time. (A note of a last pressed button will be sounded.)

Polyphonic: Produces a chord (a combination of three or more notes).

■ Functions of the controllers
In keyboard mode, some controllers work differently from normal.

Keyboard mode
omni 1 omni 2

Main Sub Main Sub

Disabled (normal) Mellow Pulse Tremolo Pulse Mellow Pulse Synth Strings

Enabled Constant Mellow Pulse Constant Mellow Pulse (Upper 

Octave)

Mellow Pulse Mellow Pulse (Upper Octave)

Tips

• In monophonic, for example, if you press the “D” key while holding down the “C” key, “C” sound is switched to “D” sound instantly. And if you release the 

“D” key, it switched to “C” sound. This means that you can produce quick alternating sounds by pressing a key while holding down another key.

Controller Function (keyboard mode)

Chord buttons Keyboard/drum set, Master tune, Transpose, Octave shift

Strumplate Drum set

Instant OFF plate Drum set (hand claps)

[RHYTHM Volume] knob Volume adjuster for rhythm and drum sounds

[CHORD Volume] knob Disabled

[Chord Manual/Auto] button Disabled

[Chord Hold] button Disabled

[Rhythm Start/Sync Start] button The “Sync Start” function is not available.
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OTHER FEATURES
Master tune

You can adjust the master tuning frequency (in increments of 1Hz). Adjust this setting when playing with other musicians, instruments or 

backing tracks.

1 Press the [KEYBOARD (ON)] button to turn on its LED.

2 Press and hold the [P] button (chord button) and press the [↑] or [↓] button.

The current reference tone is generated. The [PATTERN] LEDs show the parameter currently selected.

Examples

Affected to All

Parameter -6 (434Hz) to 0 (440Hz) to +6 (446Hz)

Factory setting 0 (440Hz)

Parameter “-4”

Parameter “0”

KEYBOARD(ON) PATTERNP ↓ / ↑(ON)

Minus (-) 4 4

0
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